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TRUMAN DOCTRINE ACTIVITY

‘Part A Directions: Read each excerpt from Truman’s Speech to Congress and answer the questions,
Make sure you read each excerpt carefully and closely and answer the questions thoro_ughly.

| .PRESID"ENTI HARRY S. TRUMAN'S ADDRESS B.Er.F ORE A JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS,
- : MARCH 12, 1947 :
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Congress of the United States:

The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today necessitates my appearance before a joint session of
the Congress. The foreign policy and the national security of this country are involved.

One aspect of the present situation, which I wish to present to you at this tine for your considet;ation and decision,
concerns Greece and Turkey.. ' i

1. In the opening, Truman lays out the. purpose of his speech. What is it?

2. What two countries is Truman going to discuss in his speech?

The United States has received from the Greek Government an urgent appeal for financial and economic
assistance. Preliminary reports from the American Economic Mission now in Greece and reports from the
American Ambassador in Greece corroborate the statement of the Greek Government that assistance i_s imperative

if Greece is to survive as a free nation,

Greece is not
to make both ends meet. Since 1940, this industrious and peace loving country has suffered invasion, four years of
cruel enemy occupation, and bitter internal strife. ‘ ' .




o

4. Define the following:

a. Imperative

b. Strife

C. Subsistence
The very existence of the Greek state is today threatened by the terrorist dctivities of several thousand armed men,
led by Communists, who defy the government's authority at a number of points, Particularly along the northern
boundaries. A Commission appointed by the United Nations security Council is at present investiga_ting:(_jistnrbed_
conditions,in northern Greéce and alleged border violations along the frontier between Greece en the one hand
and Albania, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia on the other. ' '

The United States must supply that assistance. We have already,ext_‘ended to Greece certain typesof relief and-
economic aid but these are inadequate, E © ‘

There is no other country to which democratic Greece can turn.

‘5. What are the reasons Truman gives for why the United States should help Greece?

Greece's neighbor, Turkey, also desérves our attention, _

The fature of Turkey as an independent and economically sound state is clearly no less important to the freedom-
loving peoples of the world than the future of Greece. The circumstances in which Turkey finds itself today are

- considerably different from those of Greece. Turkey has been spared the disasters that have beset Greece. And
during the war, the United States and Great Britain furnisheg Turkey with material aid. :

Nevertheless, Turkey now needs our support.

Since the war Turkey has sought financial assistance from Great Britain and the United States for the purpose of
effecting that modernization hecessary for the maintenance of its national integrity.

That integrity is esseritial to the preservation of order in the Middle Fast,

The British government has informed us that, owing to its own difficulties can no longer extend financial or
economic aid to Torkey.

As in the case of Greece, if Turkey is to have the assistance it needs, the United States must supply it. We are the
only country able to provide that help,

6. How is Turkey’s situation different than Greece’s? Why should the United States help Thrkey,
according to Truman?

At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose between alternative ways of life. The
choice is too often not a free one.



One way of life is based upon the will of the majority, and is distingunished by freevinstitu'tions, representative
government, free elections, guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech and religion, and freedom from

political oppression.

The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority féréibly imposed upon the majority. It relies upon terror
and oppréssiqn, a controlled press and radio; fixed elections, and the Suppression of personal freedoms,

7. What are the two choices nations are faced with after World War Il that Truman is describing
here? _

I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resiSting attempted
subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures.- : i

I believe that we must assist free peoples to work out their own destinies in their own wQ'y.

I believe that our help should be primarily through economic and financial aid Which is essential to écondmic
stability and orderly political processes. ;

It is necéssary only to glance at a map to realize that the survival and integrity of the Greek nation are of gra\(e
importance in a much wider situation. If Greece should fall under the control of an armed minority, the effect

upon its neighbor, Turkey, would be immediate and serious. Confusion and disorder might well spread throughout
the entire Middle East. : . '

should lose that victory for which they sacrificed so much. Collapse of free institutions and loss of independence
wonld be disastrous not only for them but for the world., Discouragement and possibly failure would quickly be the
lot of neighboring peoples striving to maintain their freedom and independence.

Should we fail to aid Greece an Turkey in this fateful hour, the effect will be far reaching to the West as well as to
the East. '
We must take immediate and resolute action.

9. This excerpt describes what wil] later be called the “Domino Theory.” Why do you think people calied it
the Domino Theory? '



1his is a serious course upon which we embark.

The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintraining their freedom_s.

If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the world -- ang we shall surely endanger the welfare
of our own nation, ‘ , '

Great responsibilities have been placed Upon us by the swifi movement of events,
I am confident that the Cong_fess will face these responsibilities Squarely.

10. What is the bagjc message Truman leaves with Congress in the closing paragraphs of his speech? .

-
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compiete the followin g chart. '
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Part CDirections; Using your textbook page s

SUGIN, answer the following question,

What was the Eisenhower-DOctrine? How did it com are to the Truman Doctrine?




