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couples existed almost exclusively among the poor. The rich gave their infants to «

wet nurses to breast-feed, while the poor often left their children to public charity.
Florence was rightly proud of its orphan-

‘
age: it both provided for the city’s poorer

. REVIEW What were the chief political entities in the
© year 1500, and how did they come to be so powerful?
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hether mon

children and was built in the newest and
finest Renaissance style.

R.eNg.Ssan,
archies, principalities, or republics, states throughout Europe used their

new power and money to foster Renaissance writers, artists, and musicians. [Mos
textbooks divide the period 1340-1500 into two chapters, one covering the crises and

the other the Renaissancgﬁul this is misleadings bisth phenomena [

JSAMEMIRISY [n many ways, the Renaissance was a response to the crises, T

elements of ilvepeldsSiEalFast—the Greek philosophe

artists, and Roman rhetoricians—in order @
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to ancient

sed classical
y texts. Yet they were very much involved in the movements of their own day.
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| % Humanism was a literary and linguistic movement—an attempt to revive classical

notions of public space, artists adopted classical forms, and musicians u

Latin (and later Greek), as well as the values and sensibilities that came with the:
language. It began among men and women living in the Italian city-states, where

many saw parallels between their urban, independent lives and the experiences of

the city-states of the ancient world. Humanism was a way to confront the crises—

and praise the advances—of the fourteenth through sixteenth centuries. Humanists

d wrote poetry, history, moral philosophy, and grammar books, all patterned on clas-
sical_models,

@”goud example of the aim of humanists is provided by three delegates to the

Council of Constance—Cincius Romanus, Poggius Bracciolinus,

and Bartholomaeus
Politianus. One day

they decided to take time off from the council for a “rescue
mission.” Ci{?cius describedd the escapade to one of his Latin teachers back in Italy:
», - | . of !

.‘Q\L Il%%l{)m%rl;‘ L'?'l%rg' ;‘{g n'*l\;:ﬁ“)gmonasteries with libraries full of Latin books.
" This aroused the hope in me that some of the works of Cicero, Varro, Livy,
and other great men of learning, which seem to have completely vanished,
might come to light if a careful search were instituted. A few days ago, [we]
went by agreement to the town of St. Gall. As soon as we went into the
library [of the monastery there], we found Jason’s Argonauticon, written by
C. Valerius Flaccus in verse that is both splendid and dignified and not far

removed from poetic majesty. Then we found some discussion in prose of
2 number of Cicero’s orations.



Chapter i . .':._enfi_sji:{réﬂﬁ"’fﬁéna'i'séa'hté A = [ 1340—1500]
: SRS ; | J

416

and Valerius Flaccus were pagan Latin writers. Even though
¢ working for Pope John XXI1I, they loved the writ-
in their view, “splendid and dig11ified,°° unlike
which they found debased and faulty.
literature, and culture.

J Cicero, Varro, Livy,
Cincius and his friends wer
ings of the ancients, whose Latin was,
el the Latin that was used in their own time,
i’[‘hey saw themselves as the resuscitators of ancient language,

4, Cincius continued:

d the nearby tower of the church of St. Gall in

like captives and the library neglected and
infested with dust, worms, soot, and all the things associated with the .
destruction of books, we all burst into tears. . . . Truly if this library could

speak for itself, it would cry loudly: % .. Snatch me from this prison. .. 5 i
There were in that monastery an abbot and monks totally devoid of any

knowledge of literature. What barbarous hostility to the Latin tongue! What

Wy damned dregs of humanity!
and Cincius and his companions Were heroic raid

hen we carefully inspecte
which countless books were kept

The monks were barbarians, ers
swooping in to liberate the captive books.

That Cincius was employed by the pope yet
barbarians was no oddity. Most humanists comb
their new appreciation of the pagan past. Besides,

live, and they took employment where they found
the church, others were civil servants, and still others were notaries. A few were

rich men who had a taste for literary subjects.
irancis Petrarch ( —~1374).

ist, most historians agree,~was $
Arezzo, a town abw miles-southeast nfl-"‘/lore/ . A6 a boy, he

xiled from Florence), e

considered the monks of St. Gall
ined sincere Christian piety with
they needed to work in order to
it. Some humanists worked for

in love’with classical lit-

IH eratu a briefAlirtation witl legal studies at k f his father, P
! gavg up la\:rl/audcl/wotedzhféﬁ' to writing pogtfy, in bot talian and Lafi hen
I writing in-Ttalian, he d on the traditiops”of the trov yadours, d
: ' j riting in

ized wum? amed Lauga’l
V.

inf assical poe
hand, a boyhoed in Avigno nade Petratg

{ter who coip€d the phra

a religious
Life, in which he claimed that th
solitude pracyiced by
anism was a vgcation/a calling.
reprgsentative of hufanists 105
0 (as we saw 2 the s
ed at the University ok

i forteading the classics Wa akin to

,'| themselves to God. For trarch, h
A Less famous, but fgr that re:
general, was Lauro irini (A420-1475%), the ma
this chapter) conside ¢ Turks to be barbarians. Educat




