Chinese Cultural Studies:

Lin Zixu (Lin Tse-Hsii) (539 cE)
Letter of Advice to Queen Victoria

This document was written after Lin seized the opium but before the British
had decided a course of action.

A communication: magnificently our great Emperor soothes and pacifies China and the foreign
countries, regarding all with the same kindness...

But after a long period of commercial intercourse, there appear among the crowd of barbarians both
good persons and bad, unevenly. Consequently there are those who smuggle opium to seduce the
Chinese people and so cause the spread of the poison to all provinces. Such persons who only care to
profit themselves, and disregard their harm to others, are not tolerated by the laws of heaven and are
unanimously hated by human beings. His Majesty the Emperor, upon hearing of this, is in a towering
rage. He has especially sent me, his commissioner, to come to Kwangtung, and together with the
governor-general and governor jointly to investigate and settle this matter.

All those people in China who sell opium or smoke opium should receive the death
penalty...Fortunately we have received a specially extended favor Born His Majesty the Emperor, who
considers that for those who voluntarily surrender there are still some circumstances to palliate their
crime, and so for the time being he has magnanimously excused them from punishment. But as for
those who again violate the opium prohibition, it is difficult for the law to pardon them repeatedly.
Having established new regulations, we presume that the ruler of your honorable country, who takes
delight in our culture and whose disposition is inclined towards us, must be able to instruct the various
barbarians to observe the law with care. It is only necessary to explain to them the advantages and
advantages and then they will know that the legal code of the Celestial Court must be absolutely
obeyed with awe.

...] have heard that the smoking of opium is very strictly forbidden by your country; that is because the
harm caused by opium is clearly understood. Since it is not permitted to do harm to your own country,
then even less should you let it be passed on to the harm of other countries -- how much less to China!

Suppose there were people from another country who carried opium for sale to England and seduced
your people into buying and smoking it; certainly your honorable ruler would deeply hate it and be
bitterly aroused... Naturally you would not wish to give unto others what you yourself do not want.

Now after this communication has been dispatched and you have clearly understood the strictness of
the prohibitory laws of the Celestial Court, certainly you will not let your subjects dare again to violate
the law.

We have further learned that in London, the capital of your honorable rule, and in Scotland, Ireland,
and other places, originally no opium has been produced. Only in several places of India under your
control such as Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Patna, Benares, and Malawa has opium been planted from
hill to hill, and ponds have been opened for its manufacture. For months and years work is continued in
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order to accumulate the poison. The obnoxious odor ascends, irritating heaven and frightening the
spirits. Indeed you, O King, can eradicate the opium plant in these places, hoe over the fields entirely,
and sow in its stead the five grains [millet, barley, wheat, etc.]. Anyone who dares again attempt to
plant and manufacture opium should be severely punished. This will really be a great, benevolent
government policy that will increase the common weal and get rid of evil. For this, Heaven must
support you and the spirits must bring you good fortune, prolonging your old age and extending your
descendants. All will depend on this act.

May you, O King, check your wicked and sift your wicked people before they come to China, in order
to guarantee the peace of your nation, to show further the sincerity of your politeness and
submissiveness, and to let the two countries enjoy together the blessings of peace How fortunate, how
fortunate indeed! After receiving this dispatch will you immediately give us a prompt reply regarding
the details and circumstances of your cutting off the opium traffic. Be sure not to put this off. The
above is what has to be communicated.

Questions:
1. Who is the intended audience of this document?
2. Describe the Chinese attitude toward the British. Cite at least one detail from the text to

support your opinion.

3. What is the main idea? What does Lin want the British to do?

4. In your opinion, is Lin’s argument persuasive? Why or why not?
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