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LESSON 5.1.3 | WATCH | Crash Course World History #28  
     The American Revolution

American Revolution what the historian Jonathan 

Israel called, “A revolution of mind?” Did it change  

the way we think about what people are and how  

we should organize ourselves?  

LINK
• Crash Course World History #28 – 

The American Revolution 

Watch the video on your own time, either at home, 

on your phone, or in the library.

PURPOSE 

In this video, you will examine, as you did in the 

previous video (Seven Years’ War) the forces that  

were present that eventually led to American 

Revolution. Following the Seven Years’ War, Britain 

was in debt and wanted American colonists to pay 

down the debt. Through protests, boycotts, riots and 

enforcing new policies, American colonists slowly 

began to look and act like a new government. You 

will also examine if those who needed protection  

of a government might have been better off and more  

free if they stuck with British rule. So, was the 

PREVIEW
In which John Green teaches you about the American 

Revolution and the American Revolutionary War, which it 

turns out were two different things. John goes over the 

issues and events that precipitated rebellion in Britain’s 

American colonies, and he also explores the ideas that  

laid the groundwork for the new American democracy. Find  

out how the tax bill from the Seven Years’ War fomented  

an uprising, how the Enlightenment influenced the Founding 

Fathers, and who were the winners and losers in this  

conflict. The Revolution purportedly brought freedom and 

equality to the Thirteen Colonies, but they weren’t  

equally distributed.

PROCESS
As with all of the videos in the course, watch the video  

before class. Remember that John speaks quickly and you 

may benefit from having the captions turned on. If you  

missed something, have your teacher pause or rewind the 

video. As you watch the video, begin to consider the role  

the Enlightenment plays in fostering revolutionary ideas. 

What’s revolutionary about the American Revolution? 
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LESSON 5.1.3 | WATCH | Key Ideas – Factual

Think about the following questions as you watch the video.

1. What act did the British pass in 1765 and what was the reaction of the colonists? 

 

 

 

 

2. What was one of the most effective ways colonists could protests against the British? 

 

 

 

 

3. By the time of the Declaration of Independence, what was the reaction of American colonists? 

 

 

 

 

4. During the war, about how many colonists remained loyal to Great Britain? 

 

 

 

 

5. What was pretty revolutionary about the American Revolution? 
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6. What two themes were central to the revolution? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What was the Enlightenment? 
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LESSON 5.1.3 | WATCH | Conceptual Thinking

Answer the following question to make connections across different concepts and think more 

critically about the information presented in the video.

1. Was the American Revolution what the historian Jonathan Israel called, “A revolution of the mind?” 

Why or why not? What examples can you provide to support your answer?


